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WAR CONFERENCE 





New England Shoe Manufacturers 
to Meet June 5 





A timely “War Conference” of 
New Engiand shoe manufacturers is 
to be held at the Copley-Plaza, Bos- 
ton, Wednesday, -June 5, under the 
auspices of the New England Shoe 
and Leather Association. 

This get-together of the trade is 
open to all manufacturers in this sec- 
tion, whether or not members of the 
Association, and will be preceded by 
a luncheon at 12 o’clock noon. 

The official announcement of the 
Conference, which is signed by Presi- 
dent Harry I. Thayer, Secretary 


Thomas F. Anderson and Mr. Frank - 


R. Briggs, Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, reads in part as follows: 

“This conference has been called for 
the purpose of considering some of the 
many pressing problems with which 
the manufacturers of this section are 
confronted, as a result of war condi- 
tions, and is open to all manufactur- 
ers of footwear in New England. 

“The topics to be discussed will in- 
clude the Transportation, Fuel and 
Labor Problems, Leather Conser- 
vation, the proposed Liberty Shoe, 
Army Shoe Contracts, Cost-Account- 
ing Methods, etc. 

“Leading shoe manufacturers and 
others will make addresses, among 
them President John S. Kent of the 
National Boot and Shoe Manufactur- 
ers’ Association, Henry B. Endicott, J. 
Franklin McElwain, ‘Alfred W. Dono- 
van, Charles H. Jones, Elmer J. Bliss, 
Frank R. Briggs, Albert M. Creighton, 
L. H. Downs, Hovey M. Slayton, R. P. 
Hazzard and Herbert F. French, the 
shoe trade expert accountant. The 
“subjects will be open to general dis- 
cussion. 

“Your interest in this Conference will 
be the test of your interest in New 
England. 

“Luncheon will be served at 12 
o’clock, at a cost of $2.50, the discus- 
sion to immediately follow. 

“For the double purpose of renew- 
ing his loyalty to Country and Flag and 
of re-dedicating himself to the welfare 
of New England and its indispensable 
industry, every shoe manufacturer 
should make it a matter of patriotic 
duty to attend.” ; 


- 


United Shoe Machinery Corporation 


Wins Its Case Before Supreme Bench. 





' Organization and Leases Upheld—Size 
“the Result of and the Cause 


of Efficiency” 





Supreme Judges, Four in Favor, Three Adverse, Through Technicalities 





BOSTON.—The decision by the 
Supreme Court in the United Shoe 





Clerks in Draft Age 


Called into Essential War 
Employment 





WASHINGTON.—By order of Pro- 
vost Marshal-General Crowder, clerks 
in stores are included in his call for 
them to go into labor that will dovetail 
into the plans of the Administration 
for winning the war. The final date 
set is July Ist. 

This clean-up of occupations defined 
as “non-essential” hits hard the retail 
shoe industry of America. The gen- 
eral terminology “store clerk” should 
have had definite interpretation for 
the salesmen in the shoe store per- 
forms a function more technically es- 
sential than any of the prohibitive oc- 
cupations scheduled in the order. 

From a quick survey of the Boston 
retail stores, we learn that from 6 to 
25 per cent of the men working will 
have to seek new occupations or go 
into the army after July Ist. 

The classifications of General Crow- 
der have an extensive application, and 
the “Recorder” has wired for a defi- 
nition as to its scope in the retailing 
of shoes, for as the order now reads, it 
takes all men between the ages of 21- 
31, married or single, physically fit or 
n 





ot. 

The “Recorder” would like also a 
definition of the term “store clerk” 
and as to its application upon a 
branch of salesmanship that is both 
technical and semi-medical in its serv- 
ice. It is to be hoped that the order 
will give to the local draft board ex- 
ecutives some measure of discretion, 
for there are many men between the 
ages of 21 and 31 who are not physical- 
ly fit for arduous work in shipbuilding 
and munition labor. Then again, why 
the loophole for the vast army of cler- 
ical desk workers in offices who are 
actually in very “unessential” jobs? 











Machinery Case ends _ practically 
seven long years of litigation for the 
company, the original suit under the 
Sherman Act having been brought 
December 12, 1911, when the Govern- 
ment filed in the United States District 
Court in Massachusetts an equity pe- 
tition charging the company with a 
plan to monopolize shoe machinery and 
asking for its dissolution. 


The original petition named as de- 


fendants the United Shoe Machinery 
Corporation, various subsidiary cor- 
porations and twenty-three individual 
defendants who were at the time offi- 
cers or directors of one or more of the 
corporations. 


After Seven Years’ Litigation\ 


After various legal preliminaries thé? 
case was finally assigned for hearing\ 
in May, 1913. 
witnesses was heard before Judges Put- 
nam, Dodge and Brown with the excep- 
tion of certain parts of the evidence 
heard before a special examiner. The 
open court proceedings occupied about: 
eleven weeks’ time. The case was 
finally argued June 2nd to 5th, 1914, 
inclusive. On May 18, 1915, the three 
judges filed an opinion that it was 
their unanimous decision that the suit 
be dismissed. Each of the three 


. . 2 
judges referred to in above order, ren- 


dered a separate, concurring opinion 
that the Government’s case was with- 
out merit. 

An appeal to the Supreme Court was 
eventually perfected by the Govern- 
ment and entered in June, 1916, but 
it was not until October 8, 1917, that 


the case was assigned for argument 


January 7, 1918. 
(Continued on page 3) 
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KENTUCKY JOINS 
THE NATIONAL 





Organization of the Kentucky Shoe 
Retailers’ Association 





LOUISVILLE, KY.—Through the 
efforts of A. F. Sloane, field secretary 
of the National Shoe Retailers’ Asso- 
cian, and the Louisville Retail Shoe 
Dealers’ Association, a meeting was 
held at the Tyler Hotel, Louisville, 
May 14, for the purpose of organizing 
a state association. 

At 10 o’clock on the morning of the 
14th about 40 of the leading shoe mer- 
chants of the city and state assembled 
in the convention hall of the hotel and 
immediately went into the organiza- 
tion of the association. E. M. Cohen, 
president of the Louisville association, 
acted as temporary chairman, and M. 

“R. Dougherty, secretary of the local 
association, as temporary secretary. 


Organized by A. F. Sloane 


A. F. Sloane stated the purpose of 
the meeting and explained at length 
the value in co-operation and suggested 
the appointment of a committee for 
the purpose of drawing up and sub- 
mitting to the meeting, constitution 
and by-laws. The chairman appointed 
the following on this committee: W. 
E. Cochran, chairman; Ed Bosler, J. 
E. Edmunds and Harry Schutz. 

While the committee was preparing 
the constitution, Henry F. Hagemann, 
secretary of the Ohio State Association 
and also secretary of the insurance 
board jof the national association, made 
a talk on the value of mutual insur- 


fter Mr. Hagemann’s address, J. 
H./Richmond, director of the United 
States War Garden Committee of 

ouisville, made a patriotic talk which 
as thoroughly enjoyed by all pres- 
nt. After Mr. Richmond’s talk a 
rising vote of thanks was extended 
him for coming before the meeting 
with his most interesting message. 

The committee on constitution and 
by-laws reported, and the results were 


unanimously adopted. - The. purpose 
of the association is: 

The purpose of this association ‘shall 
be to foster the retail shoe trade of the 
State of Kentucky and the interest of 
its members; to reform abuses relative 
thereto; to secure freedom from unjust 
or unlawful exactions; to diffuse ac- 
curate and reliable information as to 
manufacturers and jobbers; to settle 
differences between members, members 
and manufacturers, wholesalers and 
dealers; and promote a more enlarged 
and friendly intercourse between them. 


Election of Officers 


Immediately upon adoption of the 
constitution, election of officers was 
gone into and resulted in the election 
of the following: W. E. Cochran, of 
the Cochran Shoe Co., Paducah, presi- 
dent; Harry Young, of H. P. Selman 
& Co., Louisville, first vice-president; 
J. E. Edmunds, of Edmunds & Bro., 
Lebanon, second vice-president, and 
Harry Schutz, of the Walk Over Boot 
Shop, Louisville, secretary-treasurer. 
The Executive Committee is composed 
of the officers and the following: H. 
Ross Cannon, Leitchfield; F. C. 
Ashby, Hanson; Henry Frankel, Hop- 
kinsville; Si-Hanks, Lexington, and 
Clyde McAtee, Owensboro. 


Louisville to Have First 
Convention 


The time for the holding of the an- ~ 


nual conventions was set for the second 
Wednesdays and Thursdays in Febru- 
ary of each year and Louisville was 
selected as the meeting place for the 
first annual convention to be held Feb- 
ruary 12 and 13, 1919. 

The meeting then adjourned to a 
banquet, which had been. arranged by 
the Louisville association, during which 
a number of interesting talks were 
heard. Mr. Sloane suggested that the 
new organization become affiliated with 
the National Association and motion 
was made and carried that this be 
done. During the course of Mr. 
Sloane’s remarks he praised the work 
of those who had given their time in 
working the organization up and con- 











The Fifth Rochester Style Show will be given under the 
auspices of the Rochester Association of Traveling Shoe 
Salesmen at Powers Hotel, on July 8-13. Rochester manufac- 
turers are planning to show exhibits of men’s, women’s and 
children’s shoes, and there will be some from New York, 
Boston, Lynn and other Eastern cities, as well as from cities 
as far west as Milwaukee and as far South as Lynchburg. 


The executives of the Big Show are: Merleau C. Smith, 
chairman; Harry M. Joy, treasurer; Harry A. Chase, secre- 
tary; G. A. Schaub, F. J. LePine, J. E. Blythe, A. J. Peck, 
J. H. Mulligan, F. S. Brill and C. B. Rowley. 








gratulated the association upon its 
selection of Mr. Cochran as president, 
as he felt from what he had seen of 
him that he was a live wire and would 
build the association up considerably 
in the coming year. 

This concluded the business session 
of the organization and the executive 
committee went into session and con- 
sidered plans for the building up of the 
association, so that the convention to 
be held in 1919 would be one that 
would be exceedingly attractive and 
bring out a large crowd of the shoe 
dealers of the state. 


Those in Attendance 


The following is a partial list of 
those attending the meeting: 

W. E. Cochran, Cochran Shoe Co., 
Paducah, Ky.; 'H. Ross Cannon, 
Leitchfield Mercantile Co., Leitchfield, 
Ky.;Chas. B. White, Chas. B. White 
& Co., Burgin, Ky.; Paul W. Sage, 
Crutcher & Starks, Louisville; Chas. 
E. Phillips, Kaufman-Straus_ Co., 
Louisville; M. R. Dougherty, Louis- 
ville; J. C. Hero, Louisville; W. 
J. Hambly, E. Hambly, Hambly 
Brothers, Louisville; T. C. Ash- 
by, The Ashby Co., Hanson, Ky.; 
J. E. Edmunds, Edmunds & Bro., 
Lebanon, Ky.; J. Strong, Ashe, Noyes 
& Small Co., Auburn, Me.; H. J. Mul- 
lins, The Hub Shoe Co., Louisville; E. 
M. Cohen, J. Bacon & Sons, Louisville; 
H. G. Schutz, Walk Over Boot Shop, 
Louisville; H. B. Covington, Louis- 
ville; Max Fleck, Dan Cohen Co., 
Louisville; B. F. Hill, Williams Knee- 
land Go., South Braintree, Mass.; 
Edw. J. Bosler, Bosler Bros., Louis- 
ville; A. J. Schulten, Jno. J. Schulten 
Co., Louisville; C. F. Quast, Quast 
Shoe Mfg. Co., Louisville; F. M. Col- 
burn, Hazen B. Goodrich & Co., Bos- 
ton; J. M. Gates, Vogel Bros., Shoe 
Mfg. Co., Louisville; Al Vogel, Vogel 
Bros. Shoe Mfg. Co., Louisville; A. F. 
Sloane, Field Secretary National 
Assn., Oxford, Ohio; Henry F. Hage- 
mann, Secretary Ohio Assn., Hamilton, 
Ohio; W F. Doggett, Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Gordon Goldsmith, Baltimore, Md.; 
Harry M. Young, H. P. Selman & Co., 
Louisville; O. H. Kirkpatrick, Stewart 
Dry Goods Co., Louisville; B. Mid- 
dendorf, Louisville; Chas. Siersdorfer, 
Besten & Langan, Louisville. 


HOSPITAL SLIPPERS 
AWARD MADE 
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 24.— 
H. Jacobs Sons have been awarded the 
contract by the Bureau of Supplies and 
Accounts, Navy Department, for fur- 
nishing 12,000 pairs of hospital slip- 
pers at $11,460.00. Bids for these were 
opened on May 3. 
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UNITED SHOE 
MACHINERY CORP. 


(Concluded from page 1) 
First Sherman Law Case Settled 


On January 2 of this year motion 
was made on behalf of the Govern- 
ment that the hearing upon this and 
certain other cases then pending in the 
Supreme Court, notably the Steel Cor- 
poration, be postponed in order that 
the Government, in the stress of war 
times, might meet with no competition 
from private enterprise in its financial 
operations and in the flotation of its 
loans. United Shoe maintained that 
this reason did not apply to it and that 
justice demanded a speedy decision. 
The result was that final reargument in 
the case was made in January of this 
year. 

The Supreme Court decision prob- 
ably settles the status of United Shoe, 
though there is still pending a suit 
brought under the Clayton Act in St. 
Louis in October, 1915. The taking of 
evidence began in August, 1917, and 
is still continuing. 


Saves in Cost of Manufacture 


Answering the Government’s con- 
tention that the company is an organ- 
ization in restraint of trade and should 
be broken up as an unlawful trust, the 
magority opinion declared: 

“The company indeed has magni- 
tude, but it is at once the result and 
cause of efficiency and the charge that 
it has been oppressively used is not 
sustained. Patrons are given the ben- 
efits of improvements made by the 
company and new machines are sub- 
stituted for the old ones without pro- 
portionate charges. There has been 
a saving as well in the cost of the man- 
ufacture of shoes. These are some of 
the results of the organization of the 
United company. 

“We are persuaded that the circu- 
lar and agreement were not intended 
nor regarded to be the avowal, as con- 
tended by the Government, of mo- 
nopoly, achieved or to be achieved, but 
simply the business expression and 
foresight of the advantages which 
would result from the concentration in 
one management of instrumentalities 
which, however different, supplement 
one another in the creation of a shoe,” 
says the majority opinion. 

“Considering the remedy prayed, 
which is extreme, even in its mildest 
demands, we may ask what of the in- 
vestments that have been made during 
these years of extension and develop- 
ment of the new company’s business? 
How pick out from the new conditions 
the conditions of 1899 and restore them 
and the art of that time and rehabili- 
tate the businesses that are alleged to 
have ceased to exist or to have become 
merged in the United company? 


Disintegration Repellant 


“How radical should the disintegra- 
tion be? Or should there be a sale in 
entirety and not in parts? And, if in 
entirety, will the purchaser get an im- 
munity that the companies did not 
have? A sale in entirety would seem to 
be absolutely necessary to preserve the 
works at Beverly, and yet how can 
that be done if there be a dissolution 
of the company and a distribution of 
machines? The idea is repellant that 
so complete an instrumentality should 
be dismantled and its concentration 
and efficiency lost. It has been testi- 
fied that the purpose of the organiza- 
tion was the consolidating of all the 
machines in one modern factory and 
the standardizing of them. This pur- 








& KEEP HIM OUT of AMERICA 





pose has been attained. The company 


employs there 4,000 men. 


No Undue Use of Powers 


“There are, however, certain in- 
stances of acquisition which may be 
said to give confirmation to the charges 
of the Government and justify the de- 
mand for redress at whatever cost or 
disaster to the offenders. In other 
words, demonstrate the purpose of the 
original union of the companies, the 
persistence of that purpose and the ex- 


tension of its dominion having the evil 


consequences depicted by the Govern- 
ment. 

“Upon these instances it would seem 
unnecessary to dwell, the companies 
not being competitive af the time of 
their union in the United company.” 

By controlling the shoe machines 
leased to various shoe manufacturers 
the company did not unduly make use 
of its powers, the court holds. Instead, 
by leasing the machines, manufacturers 


* --_ & 


of small means were able to procure 
machinery which they otherwise would 
be without capital to buy. 


J. FARRNBACHER DEAD 





Leading Pioneer Merchant of 
: South 





BATON ROUGE.—Jacob Farrn- 
bacher, founder of the Farrnbacher 
Dry Goods Co., leading pioneer mer- 
chant of Baton Rouge, La., died at his 
home in this city last Wednesday at the 
age of 87 years. 

Mr. Farrnbacher was born: in 
Fuerth, Bavaria, April 27, 1831, and 
came to this country when he was in 
his twenty-second year and worked at 
his trade as weaver, in several eastern 
cities, finally opening a store at Baton 
Rouge in 1854. He began his mer- 
chandising career in the department 
store now standing near the site of the’ 
little establishment of 63 years ago. 
At first he did a general store business, 
selling to plantation owners, farmers 
from the country and town folks, and 
his store grew with Baton Rouge, until 
he became one of the leading mer- 
chants in this section. 

Mr. Farrnbacher leaves eight chil- 
dren and several grandchildren. His 
only son, Solon, is now the active head 
of the Farrnbacher Dry Goods Co. 


NEW QUARTERMASTER: 
ORDERS ANNOUNCED 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 24.—- 
The following interesting list of buy-' 


ers in the Quartermaster’s Department \_ 


of the Army has just been announced: 

Rubber boots, W. E. Piper; leather 
gauntlets, Capt. W. W. Wheeler; 
leather gloves, Capt. W. W. Wheeler; 
harness, Major G. B. Goetz; leather 
heels, C. Hands; leather jerkins, Capt. 
W. W. Wheeler; shoe laces, C. Hands; 
shoe lasts, Capt. B. Eshelman; leather 
gauntlets, Capt. W. W. Wheeler; har- 
ness leather, Major G. B. Goetz; leather 
moccasins, Capt. W. W. Wheeler; 
leather straps, C. Hands; shoe polish, . 
Major W. K. Nash; rubber footwear, 
A. W. Lawrence; ‘saddles, Major G, B, 
Goetz; shoes, F. W. Cox; shoe strings, 
Capt. J. J. Garrison; leather soles, C. 
Hands. ~ - 


SIMON SINSHEIMER DEAD 


CHICAGO.—Word has been re- 
ceived of the death of Simon Sin- 
sheimer of Sinsheimer Brother & Co., 
Chicago, after an illness of six months” 
duration. Mr. Sinsheimer was well 
known in the trade, having been en- 
gaged in the shoe business for twenty- 
three years." 
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ARTHUR B. BUTMAN 


To Organize Manufacturers’ Sta- 
tistical Bureau 


BOSTON.—Arthur B. Butman, 
who for many years was in the foreign 
service of the Government as Com- 
mercial Agent in South America, Eu- 
rope, and who for the past two years 
has been manager of the Export De- 
partment of Hide and Leather, the 
leather and tanning trades publica- 
tion, starts this week for Washington 
to organize the Statistical Department 
of the National Boot and Shoe Manu- 
facturers’ Association. He has been 
given a leave of absence from Hide and 
Leather for a sufficient period to co- 
ordinate all the branches of informa- 
tion desired by the manufacturers in 
their work of assistance to the Na- 
tional Government in the production 
of war and civilian footwear. 


LEATHER PRICES DELAYED 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 24.— 
There seems to be a general opinion 
here that it may be some days before 
the Price Fixing Committee of the 
War Industries Board announces the 
maximum price on leather. 

This is based on the fact that not all 


of the committee reports are yet in the 
hands of the Hide and Leather control 
Board and further that there is talk in 
some quarters that these figures may 
be submitted to the experts of the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission before they 
are actually put up to the Price Fixing 
Committee. 

It is understood that when the mat- 
ter really comes before the Price Fix- 
ing Committee that harness, sole and 


side upper leather will be disposed of 


first. This, of course, is because of the 
great demand by the Government for 
this class of leather. 

While it is too early to make any 
predictions, it seems at this writing as 
if it will be a week or perhaps ten 
days to two weeks before the leather 
prices are really officially announced. 
Only after the figures are officially 
fixed and publication duly authorized 
will the prices be published. 


DEPARTMENT CHANGES 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 24.— 
Another change is soon to be made in 


the Quartermaster’s Department of 


the Army, to take effect on and after 
June 1. The so-called Supply and 
Equipment Division is to be sub- 
divided into three divisions, namely 
the Cloth and Equipment Division, the 
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Headquarters, 


An educational opportunity for buy- 
ers to see the leathers that all the rep- 
resentative upper leather tanners are 
to show at the Style Show; authentic 
shades that are going to be made for 
Fall, 1918, and Spring, 1919, is given 
in the Boston Shoe Style Show, July 8 
to 12. 

The opportunity is given for buyers, 
wholesale and retail, to visit the show 
and to do their buying under one roof, 
as all representative lines will be 
shown. 

The cool surrouncings of the Cop- 
ley-Plaza Hotel are ideally arranged 
for an affair cf this sort. Practically 
all representative New England shoe 
manufacturers’ line will be spread un- 
der one roof. .. vould be well for all 
buyers who anticipate being in Boston 


Boston Shoe Style Show, July 8-12, Copley-Plaza, Boston. 


during this week to make reservations 
ahead. 


One of the features of the Style 
Show is the displaying of each manu- 
facturer’s shoe on living models every 
evening in the Grand Ballroom. En- 
thusiasm is being shown by the manu- 
facturers who are participating, also 
the leather manufacturers, and the 
merchandise shown at this show will 
be a positive forerunner of the style 
situation for the Fall and Winter sea- 
sons. An effort is being made by all 
the manufacturers to conform with the 
request of the Commercial Economy 
Board as far as patterns and materials 
are concerned, and the management 
confidently believes that every shoe 
shown will be a safe buy and a good 
seller. 


Shoe, Leather and Rubber Goods Di- 
vision and the Production and Inspec- 
tion Division. Albert Scott will still 
remain chief of the entire section and 
three other men will be appointed as- 
sistant chiefs, each one to be at the 
head of one of the new divisions. This 
may develop into a rather interesting 
announcement, inasmuch as it may 
mean that some time in the future the 
shoe and leather people may be moved 
away from Washington, although some 
officials of both branches of the work 
are averse to any move away from this 
city, feeling that it is more desirable 
to be in close touch with the Govern- 
ment officials here than to be in the 
center of the manufacturing industry. 


NEW GOVERNMENT 
ORDERS PLACED 


Amounts Not Given, Per New 
Regulations 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 24.— 
The following purchase ‘orders and 
contracts, of interest to our readers, 
have been placed recently by the Quar- 
termaster’s Department of the Army: 
Williamsport Leather Goods Com- 
pany, straps; Victor Shoe Machinery 
Company, heel removing machine; 


‘United Shoe Machinery Company, re- 


pair supplies; Eisendrath Glove Cém- 
pany, leather mittens; Selinger Glove 
Company, leather mittens; Christie & 
Wilkins, leather mittens; American 
Shoe Machinery & Tool Company, 
lasts; United Shoe Repairing Machine 
Company, lasts; B. A. Corbin & Sons 
Company, leather heels; United States 
Rubber Company, rubber boots; Rein- 
hart Mitten Company, leather mit- 
tens; Monarch Manufacturing Com- 
pany, leather jerkins; Hoffman Broth- 
ers & Company, leather mittens; Acme 
Glove Company, leather mittens; 
Spencer Glove Company, leather 
mittens; Fear & White, leather mit- 
tens; Heller Leather Company, leather 
mittens; Tecumseh Facing Mills, 
leather mittens; C. H. Gillen, leather ~ 
mittens; Avon Sole Company, soles; 
Commonwealth Last Company, lasts; 
Dayton Last Company, lasts; Standard 
Glove Works, leather mittens; and A. 
J. Bates & Co., leather jerkins. 


CALLED TO COLORS 


CINCINNATI.—Wn. K. Harrison, 
covering the Middle Southern States 
for the Sam B. Wolf Shoe Company, 
has received his call to the colors. He 
will leave for Camp Taylor, Louisville, 


- Ky., May 28th. Mr. Harrison,, who 


is the son of Col. Robert L. Harrison, 
vice-president of the company, proved 
himself the possessor of many of the 
shoe selling abilities his dad has at- 
tained through his some forty years on 
the road. 








